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THE PEOPLE WANT WAR 

We are told that the people within the belligerent 
nations are opposed to the war and that they long 
for peace. The Ford peace pilgrimage was based upon 
this hope. Incidents in England, France, and elsewhere 
lead us to suspect, however, another story. 

On December 29, for example, the Union of Demo- 
cratic Control attempted to hold a meeting in Memorial 
Hall, Manchester, England. Speakers announced for 
the meeting were Mr. E. D. Morel ; Mr. Charles Trevel- 
yan, M. P. ; Mr. Eamsey MacDonald, M. P. ; Mr. Tom 
Richardson, M. P. ; Mr. Eobert Williams, and Mr. Pe- 
thick Lawrence. People were to be admitted by tickets 
only. When the meeting was called to order the room 
was filled. Within a few minutes there was an irresist- 
ible rush across the reporters' table to the platform, 
which was captured almost immediately. The platform 
was packed by a mass of soldiers and civilians, electric 
light fittings were smashed, and the crowd sang lustily 
"The Maple Leaf" and "Britannia Eules the Waves." 
Cheers were given for the King. The following reso- 
lution was passed by the invaders : 

"That in the opinion of this meeting of British citi- 
zens the conduct of the Union of Democratic Control 
is most pernicious. We desire to see these activities 
put a stop to and this war carried to a successful conclu- 
sion by every means in our power." 

The next day the Manchester Corporation inserted an 
advertisement in the papers to the effect that none of its 
halls would thereafter be let to any of the following 
bodies: Union of Democratic Control, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, No-Conscription Fellowship, Independ- 
ent Labor Party. This decision was taken by the Town 
Hall Committee of the Manchester City Council, who 
further resolved that if any of the public halls had been 
engaged by any of these parties, the engagements should 
at once be canceled. 

Fully to appreciate the significance of these facts, it 
is necessary to re-read the cardinal points in the inof- 
fensive policy of the Union of Democratic Control. 

These points are as follows : 

1. No Province shall be transferred from one Government 
to another without the consent, by plebiscite or otherwise, 
of the population of such province. 

2. No treaty, arrangement, or undertaking shall be entered 
upon in the name of Great Britain without the sanction of 
Parliament. Adequate machinery for ensuring democratic 
control of foreign policy shall be created. 

3. The foreign policy of Great Britain shall not be aimed 
at creating alliances for the purpose of maintaining the 
balance of power, but shall be directed to concerted action 
between the powers, and the setting up of an International 
Council, whose deliberations and decisions shall be public, 
with such machinery for securing international agreement as 
shall be the guarantee of an abiding peace. 

4. Great Britain shall propose as part of the Peace settle- 
ment a plan for the drastic reduction, by consent, of the 
armaments of all the belligerent powers, and to facilitate 
that policy shall attempt to secure the general nationalisa- 



tion of the manufacture of armaments, and the control of the 
export of armaments by one country to another. 

The incident cited is typical. Quaker meetings are 
broken up in various places throughout England. Cler- 
gymen, educators, social workers, and business men who 
advocate the teachings of plain Christianity are often 
forced from their positions of employment, and some 
have had to leave the country. 

The same is true of the other belligerent lands. Ad- 
dressing the French Senate recently, General Gallieni, 
Minister of War, probably expressed the common thought 
when he said: 

"Sixteen months ago France wanted peace ; today she 
wants war (long-continued applause). She wants it 
with all her energy ; she employs all her children in it ; 
she devotes all her thought to it. And if, in some work- 
shop, some badly inspired individual happens to pro- 
nounce the word peace, he is immediately looked upon 
as a bad citizen (Hear! Hear! Applause)." 

And what of America ? It is not wholly without jus- 
tification that the leading democratic newspaper in Ger- 
many, the Frankfurter Zeitung, treats President Wil- 
son's preparedness propaganda with some sarcasm. This 
paper believes that the new course being entered upon 
by the United States should put an end in this country 
to outcries against Prussian militarism. To quote: 

"No people has inveighed against the German system more 
loudly than the Americans ; what will they now say about 
Wilson's conversion to militarism?" 

Certainly it must be granted that German militarism 
was to Germans nothing but German "preparedness for 
defense." 

The circular letter sent out by the National Security 
League, under date of February 12, is headed "Prepar- 
edness for Peace." The same letter, however, assures 
us that "we have now reached a crisis in the affairs of 
the nation." Ex-Senator Root talks of our country • 
"stumbling toward war." Statesmen, politicians, a ner- 
vous press, a number of American Bernhardies, are talk- 
ing as if the United States is to enter the present war. 
Reputable papers are urging that we "get ready." The 
Washington Post, for example, says : "Men are no longer 
asking, 'Will there be war?' but 'When?'" It adds: 
"Prepare ! Prepare ! The warning is hurled at the 
United States in deafening tones by the guns of Eu- 
rope. 'Get ready !' is the message. 'Today we are bat- 
tering down the Old World. Tomorrow we shall be 
hammering at you !' " 

We do not believe that the people of the United States 
as yet want war. To wish it for this great, free, neutrai 
nation, to think of it, seems monstrous and incredible. 
The fact, however, is that the people in the belligerent 
lands do want war. Further to close our eyes to this 
fact is foolish. To be more personal, the people of this 
country can be led to wish war. If enough persons talk 
war in this country, our people, too, will want war. 



